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Why is the Superior Township 
Chapter Still Relevant?
By Brenda Baker, Co-Chair

When Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 
(SMLC) came into being in 1988, Washtenaw 
County was part of the ‘Southeast Michigan’ 
area the new organization intended to serve, 
but they hadn’t established a presence there 
yet in terms of land acquisition.

So it was a good fit when Superior Township 
resident Bill Secrest joined forces with SMLC 
founder Jack Smiley in 1991 to create a new 
subsidiary organization, the Superior Land 
Conservancy (SLC).  SLC would be a Committee of 
SMLC for legal and tax purposes, while operating 
autonomously for day-to-day enlistment of 
members and volunteers in support of land 
conservation in Superior Township.

Within a year, the Superior Land Conservancy 
(assumed name of SMLC) received a donation 
of 30 acres, soon to be named the Springhill 
Nature Preserve, from Township residents 
Bradford and Nancy Perkins.  

ACT NOW!
By Bill Secrest, Co-Chair

There is a roaring cacophony resounding in the 
Superior Greenway this mid-June day in the 
summer of 2021.  The 17-year cicadas are on 
the wing.  Are they thanking us for preserving 
some natural lands to reside in?  They can’t live 
in towns under the pavement. Strolling in the 
preserves this morning amidst their hum, we 
passed a two-year-old with her dad.  Will the 
cicadas be back when she’s 19?

The “Big Picture”: Each day, scores of animals and 
plants are disappearing permanently from our 
world.  
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Superior Township Joins Vernal Pool Patrol
By Colby Gura

Vernal pools are isolated shallow, seasonal, bodies of water, 
which are formed from winter snowmelt and spring rain. By 
fall, the pools are greatly reduced or dried up completely and 
ready to repeat the cycle again next year. These pools are 
essential to the Pure Michigan experience as they are habitat 
and breeding grounds for many kinds of plants and animals 
that make our communities so beautiful. That is why Eastern 
Michigan University student and SMLC summer intern Russell 
Love and his team of volunteers have been hard at work hunting 
down and cataloging vernal pools in the area.

So far, the “vernal pool patrol” has found 34 vernal pools, many 
of which were found at LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve and 
Sibley Prairie Nature Preserve – West Prairie. The pool patrol 
is part of a statewide effort by the Michigan Natural Features 
Inventory (MNFI) to collect data about vernal pools. There is an 
astounding amount of variation of vernal pools that can be found 
throughout SMLC’s properties. At this point the biggest pool 
measured is 645 feet long by 218 feet wide and the smallest is 
6 feet long by 2.5 feet wide. On average, these pools measure 
112 feet long by 47 feet wide with a depth of 6 inches to 1 foot.

Even more impressive than the diverse size of vernal pools is the 
myriad of flora and fauna that have been found within the vernal 
pools during the documentation process. 

See "Vernal" on page 7

Up to our knees in research!       Photo by Julie McLaughlin
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Local Gardening Insights
Completing a Master Gardener 
Certification Through 
Conservancy Volunteer Work
By Ella Bourland

I've known about the Southeast Michigan Land 
Conservancy (SMLC) for years now, having 
come to learn about it through Bill Secrest, 
a family friend whom I've known since I was 
born twenty-five years ago. Whenever I drive 
from downtown Ann Arbor to the home of Bill 
and his wife, Misty, taking Cherry Hill Road east 
out of Dixboro, I see the conservancy's work all 
around me. Its wild appearance stands in stark 
contrast to the buildings and farm development 
that I passed along the way.  I take note of the 
couple's own bountiful landscape when I get to 
their home at “Stray Dog Farm.”

This spring, I started working on various 
land restoration projects at two of SMLC's 
preserves—Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve and 
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve—to complete 
the volunteer hours needed to get an Extension 
Master Gardener (EMG) certificate from MSU. 
The EMG program is two parts. It starts out with 
45 hours of class time that covers everything 
from lawn and indoor plant care to soil science 
and plant diagnostics. The second part is 40 
hours of volunteer service based on public 
outreach and education. 

Even though no EMG in training has chosen to 
volunteer at SMLC up until now, I thought it would 
be a great opportunity to foster the idea that 
all the land around us is our garden. I've been 
working with Stewardship and Outreach Manager 
Julie McLaughlin, and STC Steering Committee 
Members Cathy Bach, Michelle McIntyre, and 
Carla Bisaro on transitioning the old lawn in front 
of the Smiley Preserve into a native prairie. That 
section of land could not have done that on its 
own. Julie, summer interns Cade Schafer and 
Allison Vega, and I are also passively restoring a 
wet meadow in a low-lying section of the preserve 
near the prairie-to-be. It's a seasonally wet area, 
so we're planting a variety of wet-tolerant native 
plant species to give them a step up against the 
aggressive volunteer varieties that have found 
their way there. 

Lastly, I'm helping SMLC install a rain garden at 
the entrance to LeFurge Woods. 

So far, my experience has been exciting and 
invaluable. I’ve been able to utilize many of 
the topics we covered in class and also get 
the chance to be around people with a range 
of different knowledge bases—Julie is a whiz at 
plant identification and landscape management, 
Cathy thinks of the ecology, Michelle is a planner, 
Carla knows plant care, and so the people list 
goes on. I enjoy being the grunt of the labor 
by doing things like herbiciding and weeding, 
because it reminds me of what must have gone 
into transforming Stray Dog Farm. 

Looking forward, I hope to become a landscape 
architect and use the sightlines of my youth as 
a focal point of my designs. I’d like to make 
spaces that inspire wonder and joy for the 
natural world, just as the preserves and work 
of SMLC have done for me. Whether wild or 
cultivated, our limited green spaces require 
human management and resourcefulness to 
help them reach their full potential.

A wonderful garden in the making!       Photo by Cindy Bourland      

“Something will have gone out of  us as 
a people if  we ever let the remaining wil-
derness be destroyed ... We simply need 
that wild country available to us, even if  
we never do more than drive to its edge 
and look in.”

--Wallace Stegner
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Prairie Restoration Project Update

Come Plant With Us:
Passionate Volunteers 
Needed to Assist With Prairie 
Installation
By Michelle McIntyre

Frequent visitors to the Jack R. Smiley Nature 
Preserve or Superior Township Hall may have 
noticed a significant change in the landscape 
near the Superior Greenway trailhead. Despite 
summer being in full swing and the surrounding 
areas showing off their lush green foliage, the 
entrance to this popular preserve now appears 
dry and brown. Don’t worry though, it’s all part 
of the plan!

In 2018 the Superior Township Chapter (STC) of 
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy began a 
two-stage project to bolster biodiversity at the 
preserve.  The first stage, a Native Plant and 
Insect Garden, was completed later that year 
and serves as a showcase garden. The grasses 
and flowers in the garden are labeled so visitors 
can easily identify them, and full-color signs on 
the kiosks provide an educational component by 
highlighting the relationship between plants and 
insects.

In 2020 planning started for a larger scale prairie 
installation, the second stage of the project. The 
STC Steering Committee, along with support and 
expertise from SMLC Stewardship and Outreach 
Manager Julie McLaughlin, wrote and submitted 
a grant application in hopes of securing funding 
for the project.  In February, Ann Arbor Farm 
and Garden generously awarded a grant that 
will provide for installation of a prairie at the 
Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve. The area to be 
planted is approximately 13,000 square feet, or 
just about a third of an acre.

Prairie plants improve soil health, reduce erosion, 
and enhance wildlife habitat.  Historical plant 
records indicate southeast Michigan prairies were 
comprised of many different types of grasses and 
forbs such as Big bluestem, Little bluestem, and 
Indian grass; and Butterfly weed, False Indigo, 
Thimbleweed, Toadflax, and Spiderwort, just to 
name a few. 

A plant list has already been curated by SMLC 
staff and volunteers using guidance from experts 
in prairie restorations as well as referencing 
historical plant inventories for the area. 

Plants are being sourced from local nurseries 
who offer southeast Michigan genotypes of the 
selected species. Some of the selected species are 
listed as endangered or threatened in Michigan. 
Restoring this native flora is invaluable as the 
prairie will support not only native insects, but 
also birds, reptiles, and amphibians by offering 
habitat that was once lost. 

While the value of this project should not be 
underestimated, neither should the amount of 
work involved. Site preparation began early 
this summer and the plants have been ordered.  
Approximately 1,100 individual plant plugs 
will be delivered later this summer. An early 
fall planting is ideal and multiple workdays are 
planned for September 17-19.   Before planting, 
a gravity driven drip irrigation system needs to 
be installed to allow the best possible success. 
We are counting on community support to bring 
this incredible project to fruition.
 
It is said “many hands make light work” and with 
1,100 plants to get in the ground, we need every 
hand that can help. We welcome individuals or 
groups of any size. No special tools or expertise 
are needed, just a passion to contribute to 
something bigger than yourself. Email Julie 
McLaughlin at jmclaughlin@smlcland.org for 
more information about workdays and how to 
sign up!

Ready for a new prairie       Photo by Michelle McIntyre      
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Local Chapter History and News

SMLC now had a physical presence in Superior 
Township and Washtenaw County.

I can’t speak for the Perkinses directly, but 
I believe that they chose Superior Land 
Conservancy (assumed name of SMLC) as the 
party in which to entrust their land in perpetuity, 
because we were local neighbors who shared 
their values regarding local land.  At the same 
time, we were part of the more established 
SMLC, which had the technical knowledge to 
effectively craft the real estate transaction and 
legal documents that the donors desired.

That is why the Superior Land Conservancy—
now the Superior Township Chapter of SMLC—
was relevant in the beginning.

That early seed has now grown, parcel-by-
parcel, into the Superior Greenway (and 
more).  The Greenway is the crown jewel of 
land preservation efforts in the local area.

SMLC covers seven counties.  Out of all that 
area, why here?

Land conservation in the Township is 
complex.  The Superior Greenway includes 
parcels protected by four primary partners—
Washtenaw County, Superior Township, Ann 
Arbor Greenbelt, and Southeast Michigan Land 
Conservancy.  Less frequently mentioned are 
private landowners who have engaged with 
land conservancies and governmental programs 
to legally protect agricultural and other open 
land from being “developed.”  In addition to the 
not-so-small fact that agriculture = food, these 
undeveloped lands provide territory and cover 
for wildlife, and pleasing viewsheds for people.

Residents of Superior Township have long 
valued their agricultural heritage and open 
lands—and codified this in official planning 
documents as far back as land use planning 
has been conducted here.  Unofficially, there 
have been uprisings of a sort now and then in 
defense of this intent.  A successful campaign 
in the mid-1980s to prevent the paving of 
Cherry Hill Road comes to mind.

Today, the Superior Greenway is well 
established, but trails and other features are 
not yet complete.  The new Secrest Nature 
Preserve (80 acres) will be dedicated this fall.

I would argue that the nexus of all of these 
interests coming together to achieve what 
has transpired so far was the formation of the 
Superior Land Conservancy in 1991.

Acquiring, dedicating, and exploring new 
natural areas can be rewarding and fun; but 
protecting the land in perpetuity requires 
sustained effort for management and 
maintenance.  The local Chapter is uniquely 
positioned to help focus and guide this work 
in Superior Township, precisely because we 
are local.  We need to engage local supporters 
who have a vested interest in this particular 
area, and make this mature phase of our 
mission rewarding and fun as well.  By doing 
so, we can support SMLC in engendering 
participation and financial support with an 
eye toward future generations.

Stay Tuned!
Secrest Nature Preserve

Opening Soon

SMLC’s newest nature preserve will be open 
for public access later this year.  This 

80-acre oak-hickory forest is located at the 
northeast corner of Ford and Berry roads. 

We hope you plan to visit!

 The purchase of this land consolidated 278 
acres of protected land, adding significant 

acreage to the northern Superior Greenway. 
The preserve is named in honor of a 

local family who have been instrumental 
in supporting land protection efforts in 

Superior Township and across the region for 
many years.

"Relevant" continued from pg. 1
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We are in the midst of the planet’s 6th Great 
Extinction Event.  (Google this.)  The last one 
wiped out the dinosaurs 65 million years ago 
when a giant rock hit the Earth.  This one is 
our doing.

A recent study published by the National 
Academy of Sciences says that how we handle 
“the current extinction crisis in the next 
two decades will define the fate of millions 
of species … This may be the most serious 
environmental threat to the persistence of 
civilization, because it is irreversible.”

The current U.S. Administration, with 
the backing of all major environmental 
organizations, has pledged to put America 
on the path to protecting 30% of its land and 
water areas by 2030 (the 30x30 Initiative).

Your local land conservancy has been in synch 
with this effort for the past 30 years.  Over 
this past year and a half during the COVID 
shutdown, SMLC’s local nature preserves and 
protected areas have offered sanctuary, not 
only to the birds, bugs, critters, and all manner 
of wild things, but also to the throngs of people 
who gather out here to absorb the healing balm 
offered by our Mother Earth.

We must halt the demolition of the natural 
world.  And for the sake of that 2-year-old on 
our trails and for future generations, we must 
act NOW… Support your local Conservancy…  

Act NOW… 

Update: SMLC’s Community 
Organic Garden
By Jack R. Smiley

The Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 
started the Community Organic Garden at 
the Conservancy Farm in 2005, soon after 
SMLC purchased the farm.  The garden was 
envisioned as a way to promote SMLC’s mission 
by bringing awareness to the need for local 
food and farmland protection.  The organic 
garden was also established to demonstrate 
that crops can be grown without the use of 
pesticides which can be harmful to wildlife.  It 
has been an important bridge to the local food 
movement.

Since its inception, the garden has attracted 
a diverse community of participants.  Many 
have enjoyed the tremendous wildlife viewing 
opportunities, including seeing the Sandhill 
Cranes, Bobolinks, Meadowlarks and other bird 
life that is often at the farm.  Since the garden 
is set amidst over 1,000 acres of protected 
nature preserves and farmland, it is truly a 
great place for one to relax and grow their own 
veggies.

See "Garden" on page 8

"Act Now" continued from pg. 1

Organic garden crops flourishing      Photo by Jack R. Smiley

Local News and Community Garden Update

SMLC's Red Barn Bash is Back!
Join in the virtual and in-person fun in October with 

2 registration choices:

-Our virtual At-Home Experience will kick off 
on October 2nd and feature new and exclusive 

conservation videos and a fun Trivia Night.

-Our In-Person Event on October 23rd will 
feature home-town food favorites, conservation 

successes and a fun night together

Register online or download a registration form and 
learn more at www.smlcland.org
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A Message from SMLC
By Jim McIntyre—President, Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

As part of our outreach message for 2021, 
SMLC has explored the idea of the Naturehood: 
a place where we can experience the beauty 
and wonder of local woods, wetlands, and 
prairies—and unite for conservation.  The 
interrelationship between conservancies and 
the communities they serve is an essential 
part of what makes land protection efforts 
successful; and while SMLC has been exploring 
this idea in all of the areas we serve, I can’t 
think of a better example of how everyone 
benefits from a true Naturehood than the 
relationship between nature and the local 
community that has been developing for 
years in Superior Township.

As we celebrate 30 years of SMLC’s community 
involvement in Superior Township, we can’t 
overlook the tremendous amount of work 
needed to make an organization like SMLC 
happen.  The level of community involvement 
required to allow us to execute our mission 
cannot be overlooked and should be 
recognized at every opportunity.  The support 
of our local Superior Township community has 
been a huge reason we’ve been able to do 
our work for this long; and the community’s 
commitment to ensuring there are wonderful 
open spaces for all to enjoy has helped us 
make our mission a reality. 

As we look forward to another 30 years, I’d 
be remiss if I didn’t encourage everyone to 
seek out opportunities to get more involved 
in your own Naturehood: whether you’re 
volunteering, providing financial support, 
offering professional expertise, or supporting 
community initiatives that help us execute 
our mission…your contribution is valuable. 

I think I speak for everyone in the organization 
when I offer my sincerest appreciation to 
everyone who continues to help make our 
work possible!

It is estimated that at least 550 different 
species rely on vernal pools for food, water, 
or reproduction. Russell and his team have 
found many species indicative of vernal pools 
including salamanders, salamander egg 
masses, wood frogs and their tadpoles, fairy 
shrimp, fingernail clams, and insect larvae. 
Several species depend on seasonal pools for 
breeding, because these pools cannot support 
fish populations, allowing for higher survival of 
their eggs. 

Because of the importance of vernal pools to 
our ecosystems, it is imperative that we protect 
them from disturbances. Riding ATVs through 
vernal pools or dumping trash nearby disrupts 
the delicate pools and can impact all of the 
organisms that need these pools to survive. 
Please be mindful of how your actions can 
impact the lives of so many other creatures!

Special thank you to Russell and the team 
of extraordinary volunteers including: 
Colby Gura, Robert Moll, Joyce Arakelian, 
and Michele Hartzog for all their hard work 
collecting vernal pool data. If you would like 
to learn how to monitor vernal pools this fall 
or next spring, contact SMLC Stewardship and 
Outreach Manager Julie McLaughlin for more 
information at jmclaughlin@smlcland.org or 

New Stewardship Fund Campaign

SMLC is raising funds for a new 
Stewardship Fund this year through 
a generous challenge grant from The 

Carls Foundation. 
 

If SMLC is able to achieve $75,000 
in local support by year-end, the 
Foundation will match that with 
another $75,000 for a total of 

$150,000 in initial seed funding!  

Visit www.smlcland.org to learn 
more and to donate to this important 

campaign.

"Vernal" continued from pg. 2
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I want to help preserve critical natural habitat in southeast 
Michigan by supporting Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy.

Please make checks payable to 
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy and mail to:    

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.  The donor received no goods or services 
in exchange for this donation.  E-mail used only for SMLC news/announcements.  We will never give or 
sell your personal information to any other group.

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
8383 Vreeland Rd.  
Superior Township,  MI  48198

□ Check here to let SMLC use 
my gift where it is needed most.$_________ Total Gift

Name:____________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

City:__________________________  State:__________ Zip:__________

Phone:____________________________________________________

Email:_____________________________________________________

Or, make a secure online credit card donation at www.smlcland.org

Or, direct my donation:

Yes!

Our Mission The Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 
conserves natural land and open space - including forests, 
wetlands, meadows, agricultural lands, and places of scenic beauty 
- to provide habitat for wildlife and to enrich the lives of people.

Land Protection 
Fund

Stewardship  
Endowment Fund

Superior Township  
Fund

$_________

$_________

$_________

$_________ Stewardship Fund 
Campaign (give by 
12-31-21)

With the shutdown from the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020, a number of gardeners 
decided to plant their gardens elsewhere that 
year.  Fortunately, over 15 new gardeners 
were recruited in 2021 so the garden now has 
more participants than it has had in a long 
time.

If you would like to share in this experience, 
plan to have a garden plot at the Conservancy 
Farm next year.  We would certainly welcome 
your participation!  To read more about the 
Community Organic Garden, visit SMLC’s 
webpage at www.smlcland.org.

Don't miss out on the latest Conservancy news, 
events, and announcements.  If your address 
has changed, be sure to let us know that too.  

To sign up, please send an email 
to: info@smlcland.org

Get Email Updates from SMLC

"Garden" continued from pg. 6


